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LEFT: Greg Johnson of the
Navy Explosive Ordinance
Disposal Technology Divi-
sion in Indianhead and
daughter Reagan, 4, decide
which bike they would like
to win in the Deployed Fam-
ily Fun Day raffle Saturday
at Burba Lake.

BELOW: Actress Kerri
Kenny-Silver (left), who por-

ys Deputy Trudy Wiegel
on the hit TV show “Reno
911! visits with Davina
Boyer and her daughter
Halle, 3, during the USO-
Metro's Deployed Family

several of her cast mates
attended the event to show
their support of Soldiers
and their families.

== Famil

By Melanie Casey
Acting Editor
he scene was more
el of 4 Hollywood pany
than a family event at
Burba Lake.

ut on S lcmoon chil-
dren and 2 in
fine for autographs. and pieturcs
of Cartoon Network a
and several cast members from the
hit Comedy Channel cable show.,
Re

ators.

mng  17-year-old Hailey
Devens said. "llﬂllccoolm thingat
Fort Meade in a long time.”

"The celebrity visit was ahighlght
of the second annual Deployed

Family Fun Day. a free event
which featured a games,
and | reseurce tables a5, woll a3
hamburgers, hot dogs. pizza and
e cream.
{It_provided] a great opportu-
ty for the commullllv to come
together and show support for
deployed service members, meet
other people in tl boat and
network,” Installation Commander
Col. Kenneth 0. McCreedy said
hope to continue these types
of cvem
The cvent was sponsorod by the
USO of Metropol ington
and coordinated by hen Metropoli-
tan Military lnronmuon Exchange.
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“The USO has always done the
right thing by families” sad Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Jcmc Muller of
Headquarters Command  Battalion.
ho attended with Ter son Justn. 17

issic example of taking care

of Soidens
Thc first Deployed Family Fun
cld last September at the
Tcluommnmcdllom and Informa-
n S ‘ommand near Ft
Belvoir Va. - was ity
just for spouses of deployed service
‘members. This year's event expand-
ed to include all service members
milies, said Carla Moss,
Information and Referral manager
at Army Community Service in Fort

e assistance and
milies who oth-
erwise wouldn't know about them,
Moss said. She noted that the dif-
ferent services avean ongoing part
nership —the MMIX
that information about
events and resources is adequately
shared. “What the Army doesnt
know, the Navy

the table. Moss added, by proy
five resources for the event. W«.rc

Despite the threat of thunder-
storms and tornadoes, hundreds of
service members and their families

pated.
try to keep the kids by
Stasha Arocha, mother to Jordan, 6.
and Ethan, she waited out the
the Burba Lake Lodge.

agoand willbeay he

vent was] really good or the kids
to keep their mind off what's really
soing o

igned for families.
inting. moon bounces,
games and laser tag.
\mycd busy

w Y

sand art tables,
younge: gum

the weathe

addition o “Reno 911" cast

members, who were dressed in char-

acter, actress Candi Milo and Cmoon

ily

Deputy Trudy Wiegel in

7 said she’s, “absolutely in awe
ople

T almost feel embarrassed. If we

can bring one tiny bit of joy In addition to participants
from our sillyltle show, it from the Fort Meade commu-
an hon nity, several milita

Hot dogs, h..mbums Lh|prs from across the wdshmgou.
and sodas were D.C, area attended.
e 0RO Mot Unos P
and Edy’s lce Cream donated
goodxcs as well g s

Rt ables inside the  ue mires 4 Nationa] Novai
Burba Lake Lodge were load-  Medical Center in Bethesda
ed with information provided  deployed to Kuwait, brought
by such agencies as the USO-  their two children and a
Metro; Fart Meade and Fort _ friend. Daugher Megar
Myer Army Community Ser-  created a computer-generat-
Vice: Bolkng Ar Foree Base  &d card for her dad, courtesy
irman and Family Readiness of the Mobile Technology
Center Fort Meade and Ana- - Lab, provided by Operation
a Fleet and Family Sup-

port: and Operation Miltary is see a lot of
Kids. pcoplt. who dom see us as a

Information ranged from  family left behind.” Desantos
drug and sleohol abuse mvaee-  said. “The el et T We
ness to parenting information ted t0 bring them here and
and mobilization and deploy- :lmwmuu that someonc really
ment readiness. appreciates them.
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Kyla Hoy, 4, slips down a huge inflatable slide during the

Deployed Family Fun Day held Saturday at Burba Lake.

la and the other children in attendance had ample
opporturlnss for fun with sand art, games, face painting
and moon bounces available during the event.

Y Fun Day offers activities, resources, support

“Is wonderful and gives the
ids something

S rd, i
with the 316th <:m1 Engincering
Squadron on Andrews Air Forc

e and is deployed to Qatar for
the next three months. “And it’s
nice to be around other familics.”

everal hundred service meml

are deployed from Fort Meade,said
Sharon Collir S

obilization and Deployment Pro-
‘gram coordinator and Hcdrls Apart
Deployment Support Gror
1F the National Guard and Reserve
are included, she said, that number
could easily c

“We wanted to . mm.hcs from
the Metro dis 50 fami-
Tescould network. get £ Pt face
with a name and learn what'
able,” Collins sai
Lisa Redmond, Fort Meade
Parent Support Progrim manag-
er, fliers about joi
the Empowcrment. in the. Midss
of Deployment, a weekly support
group for spouses of deployed ser-
vice members who have children

nformation that is going to
ucate [participants] about the
awilbiity of resou impor-
tant,” Redmond sa man-
age and adjust durmg M.pamuon
better. It's invaluable.”

Preliminary plans are in place to
begin holding a Deployed Family

un Day twice a year, Moss said.

Celebrities inspired, honored
The celebrities on hand said
they were honored to be a part of
the event. In addition to Kenny-
Silver, atiending courtesy of the
USO-] MEU(‘» were. (,urlc: Al
Tom Lennon, Ben
Nash and Cedric Ydrhrough
Reno 91
The day pnor 1o Deployed Fam-
iy Fun Day, he cast had visited
wounded service members
tor Rocd Army Medical Conter i
National Naval Medical Center.
They planned to visit Quantico
Marine Corps Base in Virginia the
day after 0
0 you waich war on TV
politicians, policies being made
—its very different,” said Yar-
brough, who plays Deputy S. Jones
n the show. “To hay face-

face meeting i really inspirational
It actually made me feel better.
Amazing and inspiring. I'm thank-
fuland glad to b here”

Rebecca Julka, 5, (center) watches her friend Megan Desantos, 8, make

“IUs incredibly inspiring,”
said Lennon, who portrays Li
James Dangle. “The spirit of the
Young men and women we met

people who had every eason
not to have a good att le. I've
never seen a more upbm ot
vated group - xer .. And the
prosthetics they have [at Walter
Reed), Tve never seen ) anything
like it, even in Hollyw

105 the other si rbcm“
eclbrity other than e ed carp
and the parties. [This side] is so
much more gratifying. If you can
e your ockbrity on the show,
it's ssing,” N‘ aka

Deputy Ra
Visiing wounded  service

[Onc czm] appreciate the

women nukc 1t hits you when
you get home. I'm thankful for
their service and glad we have
people who have this courage.”

For more information about the
Hearts Apart_Deployment” Sup-
port (imup. call Army Community
Service at 301-677-5590. For more
information about the Parent Sup-
port Program, call Lisa Redmond
at 301-677-3617.

puter-
Generated card at the Mobils Technology Lab provided by Operation Miltary Kids Guring
Deployed Family Fun Day. Megan’s father is deployed to Kuwai

Owe! Buckley/(top)}
8} andHaydn
Raschiatore, 15,
playlaseritag|at

the USO-Metro's
Deplfuyed Family Fun
D3y held|Saturday,
at Burba Lake:

Both boys’

fathers are

deployed:
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